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Sharing Christ’s Love Through Service
Epiphany Sunday, January 6
Epiphany is the celebration of God’s manifestation or self-revelation to the world in Jesus
Christ. In particular, we celebrate the revelation of God’s promise and purpose to the nations of the
world, as the magi came from the East to worship to the Christ child, and God’s covenant of grace
is extended to all who believe the good news of Christ Jesus. The symbolism of light is important:
not only because of the star that guided the magi, but as it relates to the bright dawning of God’s
self-revelation in Christ.
JANUARY WORKMONTH
FAMILIES

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
302 2nd Avenue SE
Jamestown, ND 58401
Phone (701) 252-1748
website: www.upcjamestown.org
e-mail: presbyterianchurch@daktel.com
FALL-SPRING

WORSHIP HOURS
Sunday School 9:00 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM
SECRETARIAL HOURS
10:00 AM-2:00 PM
Monday-Thursday
For corrections or additions to the newsletter
please call the church office—252-1748

Chairpersons:
Witzig, *Diane
Chisholm, *Della
Austin, *Flory
Bossingham, Kevin
Dunn, *Duane & *Kathie
or 269-0982
Koehn, *Steve
Lindbo, *Jonelle
Lindbo, *Pat
Matzke, Kevin & Melissa
or 269-4712
McIntyre, Mike & Cheryl
McIntyre, *Tony & Reina
Muhs, *Dave & *Stacey
Nelson, *Dick & *Colleen
Pringle, *Roger & *Sylvia
Schoeler, *Maurine
*Member
**High School Student

320-4915
320-5539
701-779-4564 (cell)
320-0458
952-4778
252-7374
952-8306
952-7863
269-1233
252-4260
368-9784
(Stacey) 320-3048
252-5936
252-6617
952-1051

Baptism of the Lord, Sunday, January 13
Baptism of the Lord At the beginning of his public ministry, Jesus presents himself to John
to be baptized in the Jordan. The heavens open, the Holy Spirit descends as a dove and we hear the
voice of God: “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased” (see Psalm 2:7).
At this festival of the Christian year, we not only remember Jesus’ baptism, but we celebrate our
own: the baptism we share with Christ. Accordingly, this Sunday is an appropriate time to celebrate
the sacrament of baptism or the reaffirmation of the baptismal covenant. It also foreshadows the
season of Lent, as Jesus was immediately driven into the wilderness for 40 days after his own Baptism.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity was started by the World Council of Churches in
order to fulfill Christ’s desire “that [his followers] all may be one” (John 17:21).

Race Relations Sunday, January 20
Friends in Christ, God knows our needs before we ask, and in our asking prepares us to
receive the gift of grace. Let us open our lives to God’s healing presence, forsaking all that separates us from God and neighbor. Let us be mindful not only of personal evil but also of our communal sins of family, class, race, and nation. Let us confess to God whatever has wounded us or
brought injury to others, that we may receive mercy and become for each other ministers of God’s
grace. —Call to Confession, “Service for Wholeness,” Book of Common Worship

Annual Congregational Meeting
The congregation will meet after worship on Sunday, January 27 for the annual business
meeting. Please submit all committee/department reports by Monday, January 14.

January 2019
Sun

Mon
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A new year has begun! And with the beginning of any new year, there is always a sense
of hope—“This year will be better than the last” or “Time for a fresh start!” Hopefully
2018 has brought you something to celebrate and something to look forward to in the
coming months in 2019.
There’s been much to celebrate at United Presbyterian Church in 2018, where we saw 9
children’s baptisms and 1 adult baptism, 20 new members of which 4 were in
Confirmation class. We had 14 children and youth go to summer camp at Clearwater
Forest. The Tuesday Tutoring program is going very well. We are pleased to have 18
tutors and 16 children and youth and 1 adult being tutored. Our Sunday School is well
attended with between 40 and 55 children and adults every Sunday. Our Vacation Bible
School was well attended with about 40 children and well organized. We also started a
youth group. Thank you for the dedication of our Sunday school teachers and the
Christian Nurture committee. Thanks also go to our transportation group that sees to it
that people are able to attend activities at church. Thank you to Carrie Diede, our child
care provider. We are in need of a second child-care provider.
I thank members of the Session that led us through an exciting and fruitful year. All of the
members serve on one or more committees of the session. The committees are Christian
Nurture, Property and Finance, Stewardship, Membership, Church Growth and Outreach,
HERRB project, Personnel, Kitchen, Worship, Mission, Social Media/ Website,
Nominating and Sanctuary Circle. All interested people from the congregation may serve
on these committees. Members of the session also represent us as commissioners to the
Presbytery meetings that take place twice a year.
The worship services on Wednesday evening and Sunday morning are possible because
many volunteers share their gifts. Thank you to David Morlock and the members of the
choir as they lead us in praise to God.
(continued on page 4)
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Tue

Wed

2

Office Closed
for
New Year’s Day

6
SS 9:00 AM
Worship 10:30
Communion
Take Down Tree
Epiphany

13

7
Property &
Finance Committee
5:00 PM
Worship Committee
6:15 PM

14

SS 9:00 AM
Worship
10:30 AM
Baptism of the
Lord

20

SS 9:00 AM
Worship
10:30 AM
Congregational
Meeting

Reading
Group 3:00 PM
Tuesday
Tutoring 4:00
Deacons 6:00

15
6:00 PM

21

22
Reading Group
3:00 PM
Tuesday
Tutoring 4:00

28

3
Wednesday
Evening Service
6:00 PM
Choir 7:00 PM

9

Wednesday
Evening Service
6:00 PM
Choir 7:00 PM
Youth 7:15 PM

16

Reading Group
3:00 PM
Tuesday
Tutoring 4:00

SS 9:00 AM
Worship
10:30 AM
Race Relations
Sunday

27

8

29
Reading Group
3:00 PM
Tuesday
Tutoring 4:00

Wednesday
Evening Service
6:00 PM
Choir 7:00 PM
Youth 7:15 PM

23
Wednesday
Evening Service
6:00 PM
Choir 7:00 PM
Youth 7:15 PM

30
Wednesday
Evening Service
6:00 PM
Choir 7:00 PM
Youth 7:15 PM

More Dates to Remember. . .
January 6
January 13
January 21

Thur

Epiphany of the Lord
Baptism of the Lord
Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday observed

Fri

Sat

4

5

11

12

18

19

Christian
Nurture 5:15 PM
AA 7:00 PM

10
Session 5:30 PM
AA 7:00 PM

17
AA 7:00 PM

24
AA 7:00 PM

31
AA 7:00 PM

Week of Prayer
for Christian
Unity Begins

25

26

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Douglas Chimanga
Bill Hines
Zachary Bossingham
Cindy Wermager
Edna Lolin
Winifred Quaye
Helen Burleson
Jim Bond
Delbert Bossingham
Carol Danuser
Roy Brown
Brooke Ford
Bill Parries
Lois Hopwood
Bev Hoffman
Kevin Thoele
Jennifer Allmer
Zoe Bennett
Opal Schmuhl
Ruth Barkus
Braden Sherfy

1
2
4
6
7
7
9
10
10
12
15
17
17
18
20
25
27
28
29
30
30

2019 Youth Triennium
Presbyterian Youth Triennium is a
gathering for high school age youth from the
Presbyterian Church (USA) and the Cumberland Presbyterian Church that occurs every
three years.
The 2019 event is July 16-20, 2019
at Purdue University. The theme for the
2019 is “Here’s My Heart”
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Deacon dialogue. . .
The Deacons are a group of men and women from our congregation that have a heart to serve those in our church and community. The
Deacons organize a variety of activities by which they share the love and
joy of Jesus Christ. The service of deacons in the Presbyterian Church
(USA) is to lead the church in its ministries of compassion (distributing aid, caring directly
for the poor, the sick, refugees, and prisoners), and justice (working for equity) in society.
The Deacons are looking for unused greeting cards for all occasions. If you are willing to donate please bring your cards to the church office.
Don't forget there is a shopping cart in the Reading Room for Community Action.
Please consider a donation of non perishable items for Community Action.
We also are looking for personal hygiene items for Salvation Army (toothbrush,
tooth paste, bar soap, shampoo, conditioner, and etc.) There is a box in the Reading Room
for those donations also.
Look for more information about future Deacon projects in the Sunday bulletin.
Those currently serving as Deacons include:
Tiffany Dauer
Bill Hines
Tony McIntyre
Colleen Nelson
Pam Van Dyke
Cindy Wermager

Dixie Lee
Maris Thompson
Clyde Young

Home Communion for Shut-Ins
Communion is brought to those unable to attend church. If you would like to receive
Communion, please call the church office at 252-1748. Next Communion will be served
Sunday, January 6.

Food Pantry Donations
There is a shopping cart in the reading room next to the nursery where donations for
the Food Pantry are accepted. Your contributions are very much appreciated. Due to such a
high demand this season the Salvation Army and Community Action are stretched to their
limits. Anything you can do to help would be greatly appreciated!
3

From the Pastor (continued from page 2)
Thank you also to the greeters and servers, liturgists and ushers, sound/ visual people
and acolytes, Handbell choir for adults and children, homebound communion servers
and communion servers in the Sunday service every first Sunday of the month, offering counters and our financial team. The bulletins and newsletters are produced by our
Administrative Assistant Sharon Watson and folded by the Transition House members.
Thank you to Commissioned Lay Pastor Bill Weispfenning and the Rev. Dr. Candace
Adams, UJ Chaplain, for leading worship while I was on vacation. Sylvia Pringle, Bill
Weispfenning, and Steve Reed preach in other pulpits when needed.
The Deacons have ongoing projects that support Salvation Army and the Community
Action Agency. Also, the Deacons organized the Salvation Army bell ringing at Cash
Wise. In addition, the Deacons organized a number of our Potluck meals in our Fellowship Hall. Further the Deacons organized a way for our congregation to give
Christmas gifts to those at The State Hospital. Still further, the Deacons support the
U.S. Marines’ Toys for Tots program. Toys for Tots is a wonderful program in Jamestown lead by Sheila Ova that helps families give presents to their children at Christmas time. With the help of Deacon Maris Thompson, we participated in Operation
Christmas Child. Thanks to the Deacons as they encouraged the congregation to Share
Christ’s love through service in these and many other ways. In 2019 there will be a
Potluck meal committee separate from the Deacons, led by Dixie Lee so that the Deacons can care for the congregation and community in other ways.
We are looking forward to next year with Rachel Holsten beginning her ministry with
us the first week of January. Rachel will be our full-time Christian Education and
Family Ministry Coordinator. Welcome Rachel. I am excited about the possibilities
with all of us as a congregation continuing to partner together in 2019.
The New Year is the perfect time to reflect on our personal priorities; and on this topic, it is a good time to think about what we value in ourselves and others. Looking with
eyes of faith to see the value in the people around us, even if the world has passed
them by, has lots of Biblical support. It is how we share Christ’s love through service.

Our Church Leadership
Elders
Diane Weispfenning, Clerk of Session
Class of 2018
Angie Allmer
Pat Lindbo
Lynn Van Dyke

Class of 2019
Bob Martin
Mary Reed
Diane Weispfenning

Class of 2020
Duane Dunn
Mark Lee
Elizabeth Sherfy

Deacons
Class of 2018
Dixie Lee
Tony McIntyre
Maris Thompson

Class of 2019
Tiffany Dauer
Bill Hines
Colleen Nelson

Class of 2020
Pam Van Dyke
Cindy Wermager
Clyde Young

Church Leadership Team
Pastor: Rev. Robert Boyar (814-937-9225) email: rab316.bb@gmail.com
Commissioned Ruling Elder: William Weispfenning (320-1739)
Christian Education and Family Ministry Coordinator: Rachel Holsten
Administrative Assistant: Sharon Watson (252-1748) email: presbyterianchurch@daktel.com
Financial Secretary: Tammie Skari email: sfamily@daktel.com
Organist/Choir Director: David Morlock (252-4572)
Treasurer: Mary Reed

Financial Update
(General fund activity as of November 30, 2018)
General Fund Revenue for November
General Fund Expenses for November
Excess Income/Loss for November

$21,275.09
$15,566.92
$ 5,708.17

Year to Date Revenue
Year to Date Expenses
Year to Date Excess Income/Loss

$186,035.61
$182,479.99
$ 3,552.62

Again, we look forward full of hope as we pray for God’s leading. We offer everything to Him anticipating another year full of gratitude.

We thank you for your continued support of United Presbyterian Church!

Blessings,
Pastor Bob Boyar

Per Capita Payments: We encourage all members to pay their per-capita as a gift above and beyond their annual
pledge. Our per-capita is based on $46.00 for each active member of our church. To submit a check for percapita, simply write “Per-capita” on the memo line of your check.
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Session Highlights for December 2018


















World Day of Prayer is Friday March 1, 2019. The session has approved having the service at
United Presbyterian Church. Pastor Bob is planning to work with our New Americans to develop that service that will be for the Jamestown community.
The applications for the 2019 Youth Triennium are due to our Presbytery, along with the $600
application fee. Plans are to fly to Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana. An application
from Tom Allmer was received. Consensus is to wait and determine other plans for transportation.
Diane Weispfenning made a motion/2nd, “to approve Carrie Orn to serve on the personnel
committee.” MOTION CARRIED
More toys are need. A request will go out to the congregation for donation of new toys for ages
birth to 4 years old. Funds for snacks and disposable wipes should be taken from the Christian
Nurture budget.
Mark Lee made a motion/2nd, “to approve the 2019 proposed budget with the addition of a
full-time Christian Education and Family Ministry Coordinator.”
MOTION CARRIED
The Property and Finance Committee recommends, “if the way be made clear, to approve
$110,000 for the sanctuary preservation, including restoring the pews, painting the sanctuary, and a new railing in the balcony with $30,000 from general reserves; $40,000 from the
Building Fund; $30,000 from the Melikian Reserve, and $10,000 from donations.” MOTION CARRIED
It is expected that Church Interiors, Inc., based in North Carolina with an office in
Minnesota will be doing the work. It is a 12 week project and is
expected to be scheduled in 2020.
The Property and Finance Committee recommends, “approval of new or improved lighting in the sanctuary with monies to be raised at a later date.”
MOTION CARRIED
Mark Lee made a motion/2nd, “to approve the wedding at UPC on December 14, 2018 of
Jasper Teboh and Margaret Ndasi with Rev. Boyar officiating.”
MOTION CARRIED
The Mission committee recommends, “to approve giving $2000 to Presbyterian Disaster
Relief with monies that were budgeted in 2018.” MOTION CARRIED
Angie Allmer reported that the committee has found elders; however, they are still looking for
three deacons.

Women’s Ministries

In December Presbyterian Women
held our annual Advent Luncheon and Thank
Offering service. PW will continue to meet in the new year. Faith and Hope circles will
gather on January 24. Faith Circle at the church and Hope at the home of Maurine Schoeler.
Connecting women to God and one another

The lesson from our study guide is “God With Us When We're Powerless.” God's promise
of presence when we are powerless invites us to lay down our weapons of worry and keep
our eyes on God.
Come and join us for this study.
Edie

MISSIONS
Joel Vander Kooi, missionary to Thailand and his family were here on Sunday, December 23. He shared about his work in Thailand during worship service. In 1998, Joel
Vander Kooi and family moved to Thailand to start the School of Promise. The teachers
and other staff from the school share the love and truth of Jesus with students and their families, in a community that is well over 90% Buddhist. Also, a key component of their mission is to actively fight human trafficking by recruiting and providing full scholarships to
children at risk. About half of our students are at-risk for being trafficked.
To make a one-time gift, please send check to HIS (HIS, PO Box 17100, Colorado
Springs, 80935) or donate online. All donations are appreciated and used to support the
School of Promise ministry.

Students of
School of Promise
shown with Joel and
Marvel Vander Kooi

Diane Weispfenning, Clerk of Session
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Christian Nurture
Rachel Holsten
Christian Education and Family Ministries Coordinator
Written by: Carrie Orn
I am writing in regards to the interview we had with the delightful Rachel Holsten
for the Christian Education & Family Ministry Coordinator. The interview team was made
up of Bev Schaack, Pastor Bob and myself. In summary, we are in consensus that God’s
timing is perfect. Because of Rachel’s personality, education, and most recent position as
the Children, Youth and Family Director in Minneapolis, we feel that she is the person we
have been praying for to lead our children, youth & families.
Rachel received her Bachelor’s degree in Communication from Wartburg College in
Iowa. She has a background in marketing, ads and newspaper print. She comes from a 5 th
generation line of Pastors in her family, most notably her father and brother. Rachel was
called to minister early on, most notably she was a camp counselor in her teens and college
years. She really developed a love to teach children and counsel children, more specifically,
to help them grow in their knowledge of and love for Christ. Right after receiving her
Bachelor’s degree, she taught at a private Des Moines Christian School for almost a year,
when she realized she wanted to go on to the Luther Seminary in St. Paul.
Rachel started as an intern at the Diamond Lake Lutheran Church in Minneapolis
during Seminary. At that time, she began to get her Masters of Children, Youth & Family
Ministry. While working full time as their Director, she graduated with her Masters. Some
of the highlights she was in charge of at the Diamond Lake church: designing programming
& implementing curriculum for toddlers to high school groups. She chaired youth & elementary education committees and she established lesson plans for middle/high school
groups. Rachel fostered relationships with community churches and developed service projects with the youth group at Diamond Lake Lutheran Church. She would also strive to get
families involved in the youth activities and programming. Rachel was involved with the
church for 4 years until she and her husband, Lucas Holsten were called to Jamestown, ND.
It was this summer when Lucas received the Associate Pastor (and Youth Director)
position at St. John’s Lutheran Church with Erik Weber. As some of you know, Erik Weber is the husband of Kristi Weber, the pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church here in town. Rachel & Lucas have been growing to love Jamestown for the last 4-5 months. It was this
summer that Pastor Bob had mentioned to Rachel that our church was looking for a part
time Youth Director. Although interested, Rachel really needed and wanted a full-time position.
(continued on next page)
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Christian Nurture (continued from page 6)
Meanwhile, I had no knowledge of Rachel even being in town, or being spoken to about a
part-time position. It was after the budget meeting in November, I was inwardly moved
by the Holy Spirit to speak up and start the conversations of wanting and needing a full
time Youth Director position. We need a Youth Leader in this church to keep up the work
that we have had for so many years with a strong youth, that Pastor Bob has been adding
to with numerous New Americans, and that I personally want my children to have to foster their faith foundation. So, a big thank you to you, as Session members, to see this need
and accept the full-time position for Christian Education & Family Ministry Coordinator.

Per Capita
2019 Per Capita was approved at the October Presbytery meeting. The Per Capita apportionment is based on the funds necessary for the Presbytery/Synod/General Assembly to do their essential work.
The Presbytery office has a free brochure which will help individuals understand
the fundamentals of Per Capita and Unified Mission.
2019 Per Capita Apportionment breakdown:
General Assembly (GA)
$ 8.95
Synod of Lakes & Prairies $ 5.40
Northern Plains Presbytery $ 31.65
$ 46.00
The 2019 apportionment is based on a church's membership as of December 31, 2017, as
reported in the 2017 General Assembly Minutes (Part II, Statistics).
For additional information about Per Capita, check out the Office of the GA Stated
Clerk webpage.

Thank You!
Thank you so much for your donation to the ND State Hospital for our client Christmas gift drive.
The items donated will make wonderful gifts for the clients who are hospitalized over the holidays. Your thoughtfulness is very much appreciated. —ND State Hospital Volunteer Department
A big thank you to Steve Koehn’s sister, Lynn for providing the beautiful flowers that decorated
the tables in the fellowship hall for our annual “Red and Green Potluck.”
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